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Iwo Jima veteran William Pasewark, left, greets Army veterans 

Berny Devine and Melvin Glenn on Wednesday at Ropes High 

School. Pasewark spoke about his wartime experiences. 
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Iwo Jima veteran William Pasewark speaks to students at Ropes 

High School about his war time experiences Wednesday. 

(Stephen Spillman / AJ Media) 
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Grant Addison, 16, asks a question to Iwo Jima veteran William 

Pasewark at Ropes High School about his war time experiences 

Wednesday. (Stephen Spillman / AJ Media) 
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Iwo Jima veteran William Pasewark speaks to students at Ropes 

High School about his war time experiences Wednesday. 

(Stephen Spillman / AJ Media) 
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William Pasewark has many titles after his name, including college professor, textbook author 

and civic leader. But the one he was most proud of at a patriotic early-Veterans Day program 

held at Ropes High School on Wednesday, Oct. 30, was “ex-Marine.” 

Pasewark, 89, was recruited to the U.S. Marine Corps in 1942 and spoke to the sixth- through 

12th-graders and fellow veterans assembled about the time he spent fighting at Iwo Jima. 

It all began, he said, in New York City’s grand palace after Pasewark’s physical exam. 

He was wearing only a Turkish towel, he said, when a Marine officer looked over his paperwork 

and told him he should join. 

Pasewark had intended to join the U.S. Air Force and was sure his parents would kill him if he 

signed up for the Marines, he said. But since they didn’t answer their home phone when 

Pasewark called to consult them, the Marine recruiter took his paperwork and the deed was done. 

Pasewark told his story in two parts with the help of a video called “Iwo Jima: The Lubbock 

Connection.” 

The video told of the U.S.S. Lubbock, used to transport 1,500 Marines to the island. It also 

showed video clips and scenes from the war, which put faces and perspective to the historic 

event. 

The troops expected to fight for three days at Iwo Jima. Three days turned into 30, Pasewark 

said. 

And the Japanese underground fighting tactics weren’t the only surprise. The men had trained on 

sand, he said, but instead, faced their opponent on layers of volcanic ash. 
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Pasewark’s story was heartfelt, and he brought souvenirs from the war to show the students — a 

bayonet and a love letter he had taken from the body of a dead Japanese soldier. 

Having Pasewark speak at the school was special for Ropes High School business and technical 

teacher Jeanie McCormick, who organized the event along with her students in the Future 

Business Leaders of America program. She has known Pasewark since 1969 when he was her 

teacher at Texas Tech. 

Pasewark’s fellow veterans were glad for the early celebration Wednesday. 

Orville Fleming, 87, lives across the street from the school and said he’s “pretty lucky” he 

survived the war. He was injured by a Japanese hand grenade, and his hospital bed was hit by 

artillery shells the night after he was released. 

Fleming spent 20 years in the military and fought in both World War II and the Korean War, he 

said. He retired from the Air Force in 1966. 

Berny Devine, who served in Korea, said he thought the program was “excellent.” He learned 

some things he didn’t know about Iwo Jima and found it all “very interesting.” 

McCormick said she was glad for the opportunity to teach the students about patriotism and to 

help them understand the price that has been paid for their freedom. 
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